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HIV infections despite representing
only about 12.3 percent of the popu-
lation.

The CDC estimates that in 2005, Afri-
can American women accounted for
over 66 percent of all HIV/AIDS cases
among women and were 25 times more
likely to be infected than white
women.

Drastic, drastic, drastic decisions
have to be made. We may be able to ad-
dress this question by educating, but I
do believe we must confront the ques-
tion of testing. In our high schools
today we are finding that there are
those who are proving to be HIV posi-
tive as early as ninth grade and as
early as middle school. We have to ad-
dress this question. I ask my col-
leagues to wake up and confront this
crisis in America.

———

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF THE
THIRD GRADE CLASS AT BROOK
FOREST ELEMENTARY

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, this
past Friday I had the privilege of vis-
iting the third grade classes at Brook
Forest Elementary School in Oak
Brook, Illinois. They gave me a won-
derful and informative presentation on
current efforts to protect the Mexican
Grey Wolf and save it from extinction.
I was impressed by their thorough re-
search and their dedication to pro-
tecting this endangered species. They
felt so strongly about it that they held
a bake sale and raised $448 to donate to
Chicago’s Brookfield Zoo for its wolf
breeding program.

I commend their teachers for their
creativity in planning such a com-
prehensive and engaging curriculum.
They combined lessons in science, so-
cial studies, public speaking, and envi-
ronmental and civic responsibility into
one challenging and complete unit.

I want to offer a big ‘‘thank you’ to
my new friends at Brook Forest for
teaching me so much. I join them in
their noble cause, and will continue to
work in Congress to protect endan-
gered species like the Mexican Grey
Wolf.

———

HEROIC ACT OF SPC GURLEY

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to another great
American hero. On July 15, 2006, Spe-
cialist Nathan Gurley of Fayetteville,
North Carolina, though wounded,
fiercely pulled Specialist Josh Eckley
of Little York, Illinois and another
crew member from a military vehicle
that had been hit by an IED while on
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combat logistics control in Al Anbar
Province in Iraq. For his heroism, Spe-
cialist Gurley was awarded a Bronze
Star with Valor and the Purple Heart.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the con-
stituents of the 17th District of Illi-
nois, I thank Specialist Gurley for sav-
ing the life of one of our beloved sons.
Specialist Gurley and Specialist
Eckley represent the best the United
States military has to offer in Iraq.
These two brave soldiers risked their
lives to fight an unrelenting insur-
gency in one of our country’s most
dangerous areas. For their service, the
American people will be forever in-
debted.

Madam Speaker, brave men such as
Specialist Gurley and Specialist
Eckley are hard to come by, so for
their sake and for all those continuing
to fight, it is my sincere hope that at
the conclusion of this war their sac-
rifice will not be in vain.

———
0 1915

BENEFITS OF TRADE
AGREEMENTS

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, to-
day’s Wall Street Journal ran an edi-
torial on the benefits of trade agree-
ments. It is clear that additional trade
agreements are an essential part of our
economic future if we want high-qual-
ity, high-paying jobs for ourselves and
our children.

Several years ago, I formed the Eco-
nomic Competitive Caucus to reveal
the barriers, created by Congress, that
keep us from bringing jobs back to
America.

Lack of free trade agreements is one
of those barriers, and it is clear that
from the information from the TU.S.
Trade Representative’s office that our
trade has increased 26 percent with 10
of the countries that we signed trade
agreements with since 2001, compared
with the rest of the world, which has
only grown by 13 percent. This success
has meant more union jobs at U.S.
manufacturers like Caterpillar, Boeing,
and Cessna.

Madam Speaker, I believe America
would have a stronger economy and
more high-quality, high-paying jobs,
including more union jobs, if Congress
had approved 40 trade pacts like the
Chilean Government has over the past
15 years.

Madam Speaker, let us tear down the
trade barriers for American working
families.

——
END THE RHETORIC

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, in
the Senate right now, there is a piece
of nonbinding legislation that dis-
approves of the troop surge or the Bush
Doctrine. Now, it is nonbinding.

What I find offensive, when we have
troops on the ground in combat, is you
have a bunch of self-proclaimed mor-
alist Senators saying that we should
not do this, and so what they want is a
nonbinding legislation.

Well, if they really feel like this idea
is a bad idea and it imperils Americans,
then they should follow their convic-
tion and introduce real legislation.
After all, they do carry the impact of
changing the law since they are the
U.S. Senate.

I think it is silly to have an extra-
curricular, intramural exercise. They
should bring real legislation to the
floor. I am hoping that Members of the
House will do that.

There are a lot of critics of the war
in the House. Well, it is time to tone
down the rhetoric and beef up the legis-
lation, whether you want immediate
withdrawal, phased-down withdrawal, a
surge, maybe a bigger surge than the
President.

We should be having real conversa-
tions in Washington. The election is
over.

MEMBERS NOT ABOVE THE LAW

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, over the last 2
years Americans have heard story after
story about what my constituents very
frequently call, ‘“‘Members Gone Wild.”

Duke Cunningham, James Traficant,
Bob Ney, Frank Ballance have all been
convicted of crimes and are serving
time in prison. These are all former
Members of Congress and hail from
both sides of the partisan divide.

Madam Speaker, constituents are fed
up with this behavior. They expect
their elected representatives to be held
to a higher standard.

When the FBI gets an authorized
search warrant and enters the office of
a sitting Member accused of taking
bribes, it just makes sense to constitu-
ents and to me that Congress should
not interfere.

Last week, I reintroduced my legisla-
tion, H. Res. 88, a resolution that de-
clares to our constituents that we
agree with them: Members of Congress
should not be above the law.

Listen up, America. Turning a blind
eye to alleged indiscretions by elected
Members of Congress will no longer
pass muster.

I urge my colleagues to join with
others who are cosponsoring this reso-
lution.
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———
CHARACTER COUNTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. CAPPS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to commend and highlight the
wonderful education framework called
Character Counts.

I am very proud of the Santa Barbara
YMCA and the Santa Barbara county
education programs in my district that
support this important framework
which promotes civil responsibility
through the following six pillars.

The first pillar is called ‘‘trust-
worthiness.”” This program teaches
children and young adults the value of
reliability, honesty, loyalty and the
courage to do the right thing. It is fol-
lowed in sequence by a pillar named
“‘respect.”

Respect encourages students to treat
others with the same kind of tolerance
of differences and consideration that
they would wish to be treated them-
selves. It is never too early to begin to
teach that framework that is centered
around respect for one’s self and re-
spect for others.

The third pillar in the framework
called Character Counts is titled ‘‘re-
sponsibility,”” which teaches young
people to consider the consequences of
their actions and to be accountable for
the choices that they make. Again, the
earlier we can begin to both model and
teach ways to make choices which lead
to good consequences for a young per-
son’s life, the better the results can be
for them and for those with whom they
associate.

Then we have the pillar of Character
Counts that is labeled ‘‘fairness,” and
that is easy to see but it is hard to
teach. It is taught by repetition on a
playground, in a classroom, by fol-
lowing rules and understanding why
rules are established, to be open-mind-
ed and not to take advantage of others,
to learn to wait for one’s turn.

Then we come to the pillar of respon-
sibility called ‘‘caring.” Caring can be
described in so many ways, but again,
we learn to be caring individuals by
seeing how others care for us and we
begin to experience compassion, grati-
tude, forgiveness. These are behaviors
that we want to repeat with young peo-
ple over and over again until they be-
come second-hand.

Finally, we come to the sixth pillar
in this framework called Character
Counts which is labeled ‘‘citizenship.”
Here we teach students the merits of
getting involved in making a commu-
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nity an environment, a place where
they would want to live and be them-
selves and where they can see the bene-
fits for those they care about.

Madam Speaker, last October I had a
chance to see Character Counts first-
hand in my district on two separate oc-
casions. I attended the Fifth Annual
Civic Mission of Schools Forum spon-
sored by the county schools office. I
also was part of the Santa Barbara
YMCA Character Counts event where
each of these promoted these six pil-
lars.

So I want to particularly thank Art
Fisher for his dedication and his tire-
less work toward civic education at the
Santa Barbara County Education Of-
fice. I know that the work he is doing
to teach our children the value of re-
sponsibility, respect, honesty and com-
passion is remarkable.

I want also to highlight the work of
Aaron Martinez at the Santa Barbara
YMCA in promoting the very same pro-
gram for children as young as 2 and 3
years old, stretching all the way
through every age of life, which is what
the YMCA is all about.

By promoting these six pillars of
Character Counts, the YMCA gives our
children, our young people, lifelong
tools for success, and of course, our
children will be the leaders of tomor-
Tow.

So these lessons are invaluable, not
just for them and for their day-to-day
life but also for the future of our com-
munity and our society.

I told these young people as I lis-
tened to them describe these pillars
that from what I have seen in Wash-
ington, D.C., and in the House of Rep-
resentatives in the Congress, these
principles of trustworthiness, respect,
responsibility, fairness, caring and citi-
zenship are absolutely necessary for
making decisions affecting their lives
and should be important for us to
model here in the United States Con-
gress ourselves.

I told them that I could envision
these six pillars here on the floor of the
House of Representatives, that we
would say to ourselves every day that
just as we want to teach these values
to our young people we want to model
them here.

We need to set the example in our
own House to remind our children that
character does count.

HONORING DEL REEVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and pay tribute to a
proud son of Sparta, North Carolina,
country singer and Grand Ole Opry leg-
end, Del Reeves. Del Reeves passed
away after a long and painful battle
with emphysema on New Year’s Day
2007.
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Del Reeves was born in 1933 and was
named Franklin Delano Reeves after
Franklin Delano Roosevelt who was
nominated to be the Democratic Presi-
dential candidate just a few days before
his birth. Del was a driven individual
who knew at a very young age that he
wanted to be a performer.

As a young child, Del spoke of music
on the radio and said, ‘I listened on
the radio on Saturday nights and it
was the ultimate,” referring to the
Grand Ole Opry. ‘“‘As a child, I told my
daddy I was going to sing on the Opry
one day. He said, ‘Yeah, sure you are.’
I kept my goal in mind and in ’'66 we
achieved it.”” He was one of the select
members of the Grand Ole Opry for 40
years.

Del achieved that goal and many oth-
ers. From a very young age, Del would
borrow his brothers’ instruments, and
by the time Del had turned 12 years
old, he had become a local radio star on
WPAQ in Mount Airy on the ‘“Merry Go
Round Show,” a program which is still
aired today.
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But this was just a start for Del
Reeves. He went on for years per-
forming and recording numerous hits,
including 55 charted hits, two of them
in the top 10.

Del was just more than a performer.
He attended what is now Appalachian
State University and served in the Air
Force at Travis Air Force Base, where
he wrote a number of his songs.

Del was very dedicated to his home-
town and the advancement of others.
He started the Del Reeves Scholarship
Fund, and for 10 years came back to
Alleghany for the ‘‘Del Reeves Home-
coming,” where he held concerts to
benefit the scholarship fund he set up.

I am so proud that Del, a Sparta na-
tive, was successful in his performing
career, yet never lost touch with his
roots and never let go of his dedication
to helping others. Del had a wonderful
career that spanned over 40 years. Be-
yond being a member of the elite group
of the Grand Ole Opry, Del also wrote
and performed a number of hit songs
and appeared in eight movies, includ-
ing ‘“Sam Whiskey,” starring Bert Rey-
nolds and Clint Walker. Del also
worked in television, hosting a TV pro-
gram called the ‘“‘Del Reeves’ Country
Carnival.”

Some of Del’s greatest hits were
“The Belles of the Southern Belle,” his
first hit in 1963; ‘“The Girl on the Bill-
board,” his number one billboard hit;
““Sing a Little Song of Heartache,”
which he wrote with his wife; and
“Looking Through the Windshield,”
his trucker anthem released in 1965.

Other notable hits that charmed and
thrilled country music fans were hits
such as “Women Do Funny Things to
Me,” “Good Time Charlie’s,” ‘‘Be
Glad” and the ‘‘Philadelphia Fillies.”
In addition, Del wrote many songs for
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